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(FREE) Local News for the Highgrove Area

Hey- What’s on fire!

December, 2012

Transit Ave.
Pipe Line

Hey, I think the Hay is on fire!
On Nov. 26, 2012 a thick cloud of black and gray smoke filled the air as
I left the house to go get lunch. The fire was about 1/2 mile west of the
end of Center St. but it was on the west side of the Santa Ana River. I had
to go north onto Riverside Ave., west on Augua Mansa Road, then south
on Brown Street. The containers in the photo were not on fire but it was
a large stack of hay bales that were on fire behind Winterton trucking
on Brown Street. The ladder truck was pouring water from above while
other firemen fought the fire from ground level. More photos on P. 12

Transit Ave. is in the process of having a new water line installed down
the middle from Villa St. to Main Street. The work is being done by the
city of Riverside that will replace 2,500 feet of the old 42” water line
with a new 48” water line as part of the water pipe replacement program.
About 4 years ago a new 48” line was installed south of Villa St. next to
the BNSF railroad tracks. This new line will connect to the previous line
at Transit Ave. and Villa St. and proceed north to Main St. and then turn
eastward toward Taylor Street. The work should be completed in February.

COMPARING METROLINK STATION CHOICE
The Riverside County Transportation Commission owns two pieces
of vacant land only one mile apart.
Both locations are next to railroad
tracks. One location has Metrolink
train service and the other does not.
The Riverside County Transportation
Commission
spent
$16,771,000.00 for 2 pieces of vacant land only one mile apart:
$8,625,000.00 for 17.22 acres at
Highgrove
$8,146,000.00 for 9.35 acres at
Marlborough Ave.
$16,771,000.00 Total
•RCTC’s 17.22 acre property
at Highgrove has three railroad
tracks on the west side and one
railroad track on the east side.
RCTC’s 9.35 acre property at Marlborough Ave. has only one railroad
track on the east side.
•Metrolink’s Inland Empire-Orange County Line was opened in
October of 1995 and Highgrove
is located on the Inland EmpireOrange County Line where there
are existing Metrolink trains. The
Perris Valley Line track between
Highgrove and Perris is not on the
Inland Empire-Orange County Line
and has no Metrolink train service

at all.
•On July 15, 2006 the five day
per week Metrolink trains going
through Highgrove was increased
to seven days a week. There is no
Metrolink service on the entire 38
mile Perris Valley Line track between Highgrove and where it dead
ends at San Jacinto.
•RCTC’s Highgrove property
currently has Metrolink trains
that pass by the west side of their
property seven days a week.
RCTC’s Marlborough Ave. property currently does not have any
Metrolink trains because the poor
track condition only qualifies for
freight train service.
•Thousands of commuter trains
have passed right through Highgrove next to property now owned
by RCTC but RCTC refuses to
build a parking lot and stop any
of the existing Metrolink trains.
The Marlborough Ave. property
will not have any future Metrolink
service between Highgrove and
Perris until the track is replaced,
sidings are added, and CTC is installed. CTC is a signal system for
train movements that is controlled
by a train dispatcher.

•The Highgrove property has 1.75
acres of room for expansion in
addition to the 17.22 acres RCTC
already owns, which would be approximately 19 acres. The corner
property at Marlborough Ave. is approximately half of the size of the
Highgrove property and the other
3 corners at Marlborough Ave. are
unusable.
•The
Highgrove
property
was purchased by RCTC for
$8,625,000.00 to enable building a curved track to connect the
BNSF railroad to the Perris Valley Line track. After the Highgrove
property was purchased RCTC
purchased the Marlborough Ave.
property for an additional amount
of $8,146,000.00 instead of considering a compromise to cancel the
Marlborough Ave. station because
it is not needed.
•On Feb. 7, 2011 a compromise
was offered to Ann Mayer, Executive Director of RCTC for
future Metrolink trains using the
Perris Valley Line to not stop at
Highgrove at all, in exchange for
building a station at Highgrove.
Canceling the Marlborough
Ave. station would have saved

$8,146,000.00 and reduced the
travel time between Riverside
and Moreno Valley.
The compromise was rejected.
•Instead of a station at Marlborough Ave., another platform
could be built on the east side of
RCTC’s Highgrove property to
allow future Metrolink train service between Perris and San Bernardino. The Marlborough Ave.
station will not have any Metrolink
service to San Bernardino. It will
only operate between Riverside and
Perris.
..........................
RCTC needs to reduce the Perris Valley Line costs to qualify for
Federal “Small Starts” funding.
Cost estimates of the Perris Valley
Line limit of $250,000,000.00 may
have already been exceeded.
Even though RCTC has already
spent $16,771,000.00 for the two
pieces of vacant land, both properties still need improvements such as
grading, station construction, etc.
So in order to qualify for federal
funding under the federal “small
starts program”, here is what is being done to try and stay under the
Cont. on P. 4

HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS
Metrolink Cont. from P. 1
$250,000,000.00 Federal limit:
RCTC sent a letter to the Federal Transit Administration dated
Aug. 24, 2009. RCTC requested
and received permission from the
FTA to only charge 38% of the
$8,625,000.00 they paid for the
Highgrove property because RCTC
said they only need the width of
the track for the curve. RCTC was
required to buy the entire 17.22
acres but instead of charging
$8,625,000.00 to the Perris Valley Line they are only charging
$3,277,500.00 to the Perris Valley
Line project. RCTC claims the remaining 62% or $5,347,500.00 is
an “uneconomic remnant” and that
amount of the purchase price will
be taken out of “Measure A” Transportation funds which are funds that
taxpayers authorized a few years
ago for local projects.
The remaining 62% of this property that they call an “uneconomic remnant” is the same property

Marlborough Ave. is the wrong
location because it is one mile
from the existing Metrolink
trains at Highgrove and the
other 3 corners are unusable!

where the public has been trying
to get a Metrolink stop for 11
years! (Highgrove CSA-126 Nov.
27, 2001)
RCTC is admitting that they paid
$5,347,500.00 for property they do
not need for the Perris Valley Line.
The $5,347,000.00 plus the money
from the sale of the Marlborough
Ave. property could be used to
build a parking lot and platform
on their Highgrove property that
would benefit the entire region.
SOLUTION: RCTC should sell
the Marlborough Ave. property,
which would reduce the total
cost of the Perris Valley Line by
$8,625,000.00 and use that money, plus the $5,347,500.00 that
RCTC diverted from the Perris
Valley Line funds to the Measure “A” funds. These two funding sources would be sufficient to
build a parking lot and improvements at Highgrove where there
are existing Metrolink trains seven days a week!
cont. at right

Happy Holidays from the
Highgrove Municipal Advisory Council
Remember there will be no
meeting in December
The next meeting will be
Jan. 23, 2013

Cost: $8,146,000.00

One Mile from here to Highgrove
cont. on P. 5

Highgrove Elementary School to celebrate 125 years!
On March 21, 2013 the Highgrove Elementary school will be
celebrating it’s 125 consecutive year of operation. Plans are
being made now to contact former students for this important
occasion. If you ever attended Highgrove Elementary School or
you know someone who has, but does not live in the area any
more, let them know they should plan to come to this event.
For more information please contact the school at:
(951) 788 7296 or Highgrove Happenings at (951) 683 4994 or
highgrovenews@roadrunner.com

J.W.’s Guns
and
Accessories
HOURS:
MON-FRI 8:30-5:00
SAT 9:00-2:00

95
250 IOWA AVE.

HIGHGROVE, CA 92507

951-682-3270

Kathrine’s Holiday Boutique
December 8th
9:00am till 2:00pm

In classroom next door to Katherine’s store
All hand crafted items for your shopping and gift
giving pleasure will include, hand made slumped
bottles and glass bowls, jewelry, ornaments, bird
houses, hand made cards and much more.
Refreshments will be served
12210 “G” Michigan Ave Grand Terrace, CA

COMMUNICATIONS INNOVATIONS
2-Way Communication Specialists

Sales • Service • Rentals
Authorized Kennwood Sale & Service

(951)-784-5468
Fax (909)-784-2802

393 W. La Cadena Dr, Suite #1
Highgrove, CA 92501
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Gary Dent
Highgrove Resident
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3232 Center St. Suite C, Highgrove, CA

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Gary Echito
3239 Chicago Ave.
PO Box 5578 Riverside, CA 92517
Off# (951) 684-8450
Fax# (951) 684-8453
gary.echito.b88k@statefarm.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Bauman’s
Building
Supply

3199 Kansas Ave.
Riverside, CA 92507
Phone: (951) 686-5732
Fax: (951) 686-5740

909-266-9832
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1.

2.

This corner across from RCTC’s proposed Metrolink station location
The south east corner of Marlborough Ave. and the Perris Valley
at Marlborough Ave. is occupied by a giant flood control basin.
Line track has no room for parking due to Sugarloaf Mountain.

3.

There is no access to Marlborough Ave. from the east end because
Marlborough Ave. is a dead end street at Sugarloaf Mountain.

And there is no room for parking on the 3rd corner due to the
railroad track. All 3 corners are taken on this dead end street!

Continued on P. 8

Where Fine Elegance Meets Old Fashioned Customer Service
Come and see us at our new location

(909) 783-0143

Hrs: Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-2 Closed Sun-Mon
* 22533 Barton Rd. Grand Terrace, CA

John Hagy
Real Estate Broker
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Real Estate Services Since 1971
Cell: (909)

Center Pieces
Christmas Gifts
butterflygardenflorist@gmail.com
www.coltonsbutterflygardenflorist.com

320 N. 7th St. • Colton, CA 92324

909-777-5200

909-777-0123 Fax

Quality Custom Picture Framing
Interior Design

& Installation of
Wall Art and Decor

1260 Center St., Highgrove,

(951) 682-3200

johnhagy@dslextreme.com
Inland Empire
Lic. #00447854

Cindi Bushnell

Family Owned
Since 1967

9:00-5:00 Mon.-Fri.
9:00-3:00 Sat.

www.wilsonsframeup.com

496-9903

Bright Smile Associated Teeth
Whitening Center

Graduate of Loma Linda School of
Dentistry -1981

Professional Nail Touch for:
Ladies & Gentlemen
HOURS
Mon/Sat 9 am - 7 pm
Sunday CLOSED

William E. Darwin, D.D.S.
GENERAL & LASER DENTISTRY &
Conscious
22284 Barton Rd. ORTHODONTICS
Grand Terrace, CA 92313

(909) 783-3050

sedation
available
Nitrous Oxide

909-370-1704

22488 Barton Rd.
Suite 102
Grand Terrace, CA
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This road was built in July of 2008 and has never been used!

A 1/2 mile extension of this road could connect to Spring Street.
By extending this street 1/2 mile curved track, and the grading for
through RCTC’s 17.22 acre prop- the curved track and the Highgrove
erty between Citrus St. and Spring parking lot could all be done at the
St., Highgrove and Grand Terrace same time. This short road could
residents and future residents in be used by any vehicles including
the Spring Mountain Ranch Project emergency vehicles that could be
could go straight into the Highgrove blocked by train derailments like
Metrolink location via Spring Street. the ones on May 16, 2006, when
The Spring Mountain Ranch Proj- Center St. was blocked for 4 hours,
ect already has $250,000,000.00 in- and on Aug. 26, 2006, three months
vested in infrastructure only 1 mile later, when both Center St. and
east of the Highgrove Metrolink lo- Main St. were blocked for 18 hours
cation. The existing grade crossing due to another derailment. The
at Villa St. could be closed because new ½ mile extension of Spring St.
it will not be needed, but it could be through RCTC’s property would
used for emergencies.
provide access to both sides of the
The extension of Spring St. could BNSF tracks via the new Iowa Ave.
go over or under the track for park- overpass when freight trains block
ing access to both sides of the Main St. or Center Street.

Grand Opening of the
GRAND TERRACE SMOKE SHOP

ay
ry D
Eve Prices
Low

909-433-0799

22400 Barton Rd. Ste. 15, Grand Terrace 92313
Hrs: Monday - Saturday 8:00am-9:00pm Sunday 10:00am-5:00pm

Dine In Take Out
Drive -Thru
Home Style cooking
Our food is cooked to order, so
please allow a little extra time!
1320 E. Washington Ave.
Colton, CA 92324
Next to (Hand Car Wash)
December, 2012 • Page 8

909~420~0041

Efficiency and common sense:
Highgrove is in Riverside County
and RCTC has jurisdiction over
transportation funds in Riverside
County. The Highgrove station
would be located only 1/2 mile
south of the county line but RCTC
continues to oppose using the existing commuter trains between the
two counties that would benefit the
entire region. Resident from both
sides of the county line want our tax
money to be used to build a station
at Highgrove next to the vacant land
that is already owned by the Riverside County Transportation Commission where there are established
commuter trains. The Highgrove
location is the most efficient use of
the land and makes the most sense.
RCTC’s only goal has been to
establish future commuter rail service between Riverside and Perris.
But for the last 11 years, RCTC

has turned a blind eye to the obvious benefits the Highgrove station
would provide to commuters on
both sides of the county line. There
is no valid reason why RCTC
should continue to oppose the
Highgrove location or why additional public tax money should be
spent to improve the vacant land at
Marlborough Avenue.
Please visit our web site:
www.highgrovehappenings.
net. By clicking on each item of
“Supporting Docs” you can view
the original letters or city resolutions of support. Also, please click
on “8 years of comments” and
watch the short video.
Your input and comments will be
appreciated.
Thank you,
R. A. “Barney” Barnett (951)
683 4994 highgrovenews@roadrunner.com
Continued on P. 9
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by Jerry Loving
Gang, even to this day, Christmas is very exciting for this 68 year old
man. My heart just silently beats and a smile crosses my face as I see
my grandchildren opening their presents. It takes a few years before you
can tell your children the Christmas Tale but it is worth the wait.
When I was growing up, my mother had to raise us kids alone because dad
had passed away. I used to take my wagon and go thru the neighborhood
collecting pop bottles. They had a 2 cent deposit but that didn’t bother
me. My wagon would be full when I went to cash them in.
My tree is already up and the stockings are hanging above the fireplace.
There will be cookies and milk on the counter for Santa.
It is a heart warming event to GIVE than to receive. I will always look
forward to Christmas.
Make sure you say a little prayer to give thanks for what you receive.
Merry Christmas!!!!!! Jerry Loving
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A “Loving” Look At Politics

Spring Street
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This is a view of the “new” unused road from
RCTC’s vacant 17.22 acres looking toward Iowa
Ave. where the overpass is now under construction.
This road connects to Citrus St. and the new overpass but
is blocked off at the south end.

Spring St. could connect to Citrus St. and the new Iowa Overpass

Please visit our web site: www.highgrovehappenings.net

Holiday Pet Adoption

The City of
Riverside and the Riverside County Animal Services are holding “Home for the Holidays” pet
adoption on Dec. 14, 2012 from 9:00 am to 5:00
pm at 3900 Main Street.
The adoption fee is only $20.00 and includes spay/
neuter, microchip and vaccinations. You can also
support the “Spark of Love” Toy Drive by bringing a $20.00 gift card
from a local Riverside retailer in lieu of the pet adoption fee. For more
information please contact Lynn Anderson, Ward 1 Council Assistant at
(951) 826 5242 or landerson@riversideca.gov
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100% Hand Wash

$ 00 OFF
Any Red, White, or
Blue Package Wash.

Valid with coupon only.
Not with any other coupons
Expires 12/31/2012

24”
2-Topping
PARTY PIZZA
HOT WINGS &
2 LT. SODA

$25!

NEW
ALL AMERICAN
PACKAGE

5

$ 00 OFF
Valid with coupon only.
Not with any other coupons
Expires 12/31/2012

1340 E WASHINGTON ST., COLTON (JUST EAST OF HWY. 215)

909-824-1597

Regular wash Now Only $7.99,
N o w o ff e r i n g a n E x p r e s s Wa s h f o r $ 6 . 9 9

R e g u l a r a n d f u l l s i z e S U V / Va n / Tr u c k A t A d d i t i o n a l C o s t
Vi s i t U s A t w w w. h a n d c a r w a s h u s a . c o m f o r a d d i t i o n a l c o u p o n a n d s p e c i a l s .
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