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Highgrove Song and Video 
Available on Our Web Site!
   You can hear the Highgrove song and watch the video free of 
charge on our web site. I wrote this song and recorded it on May 
10, 2001 and later it was used by the Highgrove Revitalization 
Team of the Riverside County Economic Development Agency 
to make another video. 
   The video includes a picture of the orange groves being 
planted in 1887, the ladies grading the oranges at the Brown 
Estate Packing House, and a video of the 40 acre orange grove 
by the school as it was being removed by the big machines. 
   Barney Fife is played by “Barney” Barnett (yours truly) and 
Sheriff Andy Taylor was played by Andy Frost of the Riverside 
County EDA. Ardie and I were just acking silly and having fun 
by using different hats during the video.
   The song is copyrighted but to see the video free go to: www.
highgrovehappenings.net and click on the original Highgrove  
Song or the Highgrove Revitalization team.

Tired of waiting on trains at Center 
St. or Main Street ?     Turn to page 3

“Changes are coming that effect both you and me, changes 
to H-i-g-h-g-r-o-v-e” From the Highgrove song that can be

More pictures of the grading of 385 acres 
in the Springbrook Estates project that will 
add another 600 homes to Highgrove.
                                            See pages 4 and 5

On Wednesday, April 21, we welcomed our students back 
to the campus for a full five days a week. This is the first 
time that our students were able to be on campus together 
since March 2020. It was also the first time that our beauti-
ful new buildings were in full use. The joy and excitement 
from our staff and students brought life back to our incred-
ible school. Following all safety protocols, the classrooms 
are filled with learning and fun and we are thrilled to see 
all their smiling faces in person again!

Carolina Michel, Principal Highgrove Elementary School

Highgrove Elementary School is now open

Riverside Unified School District Measure O funds that were 
approved in November 2016 and involved 2 components: the 
construction of a new 2 story building with 12 classrooms and the 
renovation of the existing classrooms with new flooring, paint, 
lighting, roofing and replacing air conditioning. This project is 
a $20.5 million dollar improvement to Highgrove Elementary 
School. Below shows the groundbreaking on Sept. 14, 2019.

L-R Davd Hansen, RSUD Superintendent; Ofelia Valdez-Yeager, 
Measure O: Brent Lee, RSUD Board; Dr. Angelov Farook, RSUD
President; Kathy Allavie, RSUD Vice President; Patricia Lock-
Dawson, RSUD Board; Andy Melendrez, Riverside city council; 
Sergio San Martin, Superintendent of Operations.
On September 24, 2019 the Riverside County Unified School 
District held a Ground Breaking ceremony at the Highgrove 
Elementary School that was attended by RUSD dignitaries, 
construction workers, Highgrove Elementary school children and 
members of the community.
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Contact: (951) 241-7221
THE NORTON YOUNGLOVE COMMUNITY CENTER

459 Center Street- Highgrove   web site: www.nycchighgrove.com

Highgrove Community Center Hours:  Mon-Thur 8am-4pm; Fri 8am-2pm

Family Service Association
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20% OFF
   With Items

 Donated

NEW 2 YOU
A Family Consignment Shop

(909) 824-0220
22400 Barton Rd. Suite 3 Grand Terrace

ANTIQUES

CLOTHES

COLLECTIBLES

FURNITURE

TOOLS

TOYS

BOOKS

When Trains Block Center St. and  Main St.: Spring St. 
Extension Would Allow Access to Iowa Ave. Overpass 

This is the west end of Spring St. where Spring St.  
ends at Transit Avenue. 
Spring St. could be extended westward from this point 
into the 17 acre location that is already owned by the 
Riverside County Transportation Commission.

This is a view looking eastward from RCTC’s vacant field 
toward Transit Avenue. The arrow shows where the Spring 
St. extension would begin and proceed westward through this 
vacant field next to the telephone poles then turn toward Citrus 
Ave. and connect to the paved road shown below. This road 
was built in 2008 and has been blocked off for 13 years. 

In 2009, the Riverside County Transportation Commission 
paid $8,625,000.00 for 17 acres so a curved RR track could 
connect the Perris Valley line trains to the BNSF main line. 
But RCTC only needed 38 % of this land for the curved 
track. This amounts to $3,277,500 but the remaining 62 % or 
$5,347,500 of this field still remains unusable and RCTC has 
labeled this portion an “Uneconomic Remnant”. (See www.
highgrovehappenings.net,, “Uneconomic Remnant”)
RCTC already has over $5 million invested in their vacant 
17 acre field that is just growing weeds but for over 20 
years RCTC has opposed using this vacant land for a 
Metrolink station. For written verification please go to www.
highgrovehappenings.net. and click on the red article titled:  
“RCTC’s inappropriate actions to prevent a Metrolink Station 
at Highgrove 2004 to 2010”
Today, Highgrove has thousands of new residents and an 
extention of Spring St. is needed through RCTC’s vacant field 
so vehicles can get to the Iowa Ave. overpass. The remaining 
property is needed for a parking lot so commuters could use 
the existing Metrolink trains that pass through Highgrove 7 
days a week between San Bernardino and Oceanside.
For 20 years of written support for a Metrolink Station at 
Highgrove go to:  www.highgrovehappenings.net and click  
on Metrolink, the You Tube Video made on Feb.11, 2009, a 
concept map, Supporting Docs, Station costs, and others. 
If you are tired of being blocked at Center St. by long freight 
trains or if you want to take your family to the beach on the 
train, ask your Highgrove MAC and Supervisor Spiegel to 
encourage RCTC to extend Spring St. through their property 
and build a Metrolink station on property they already own. 
Building vehicle crossings over the existing branch line tracks 
could be done a lot sooner and a lot cheaper than waiting for 
an overpass or underpass to be built on Center Street.

This old photo states 11 years but Metrolink trains have 
gone thru Highgrove 7 days a week for 15 years since July 
15, 2006. This is near the base of the Iowa Ave. overpass.

This un-used road leads to the base of the Iowa overpass that 
could be used when trains block Center Street. Pipe barriers 
were installed right after RCTC’s road to nowhere was built.
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(951)-784-5468
Fax (909)-784-2802

393 W. La Cadena Dr, Suite #1
Highgrove, CA 92501

Sales • Service • Rentals
Authorized Kennwood Sale & Service

2-Way Radio
Communication Innovations

Gary Dent
Highgrove Resident

GARRETT B. CLEMENS 
        Owner-Lead Tech

fearlessmotoring@gmail.com     

    951-496-7077
  Guarenteed to Beat 
    Any Shops Price!
             
           ASE Certified

 Tacos El Jr. # 6 Open daily 9Am-9Pm   Cocktails: Margaritas,
 Family Restaurant          Serving Breakfast                                                                       Daiquiri, Wine

126 Iowa Ave. Highgrove 951-683-5921

 

The top two pictures show water trucks in action. This location 
is where the field office building was located during the 
construction of  Spring Mountain Ranch and was fairly level 
ground but the dirt west of Mt. Vernon Ave. is being dug out 
and will be moved to fill the west end to make the lots level. 
The other photos show the difference in elevation between the 
existing level of Spring St. and  Mt. Vernon Ave. compared to 
where the new homes will be located.
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911 FOR AN EMERGENCY
Sheriff’s beat car 

951-776-1099  Ext. 5 

Riverside County Sheriffs Department
Jurupa Valley Station   7477 Mission Blvd.

Desk  951-955-2612       Cell  951-906-9695

Assaults  (3)   Robery (knife)                        (1)
Grand Theft (4)   Residential burglary             (3)
Petty Theft (4)   Theft from Vehicle                 (1)
Car Jacking (1)           Vehicle theft                             (2)
                         Lieutenant Sean Vickers

Crime Stats 3-18-21 to 4-19-21

Billy Barnett
128 Aberdeen Dr. Cardiff, Ca. 92007
                (760) 753 8282
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OPEN 6  DAYS

Serving Highgrove Since 1981

•Hamburgers •Chicken nuggets •Pastrami
•Burritos •Steak sandwiches •Patty melts
•Breakfast •Chicken sandwiches •to go orders

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

 #1   450 Iowa Avenue      #2   9961 Mission Blvd.
         Highgrove, CA.                 Glen Avon, CA.
         (951) 686 5830                   (951) 360 3977

Hours: Mon.-Sat.    7 am to 8 pm
                           Closed Sunday                        

Closed Sunday                       

Experienced
Cook
Wanted!!

Best Hamburgers In Town
Any Town!

22737 Barton Rd., Suite 12, 
Grand Terrace, CA 92313

Your Local Dentist • Right Next to City Hall

Dr. Lalisa Yaowarattana, DDS, FAGD
Dr. Taraneh Nouri, DDS 

We are open for your 
dental needs in 2021

We offer a range of services including 
basic fillings and crowns to cosmetic and 
sedation dentistry. Our dentists and staff 
have hundreds of positive reviews and are 
ready to make you comfortable during 
your next visit.

BARTON RD

Monday:
Tuesday: 
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday: 
Saturday: 

8:30am - 6:00pm
8:30am - 6:00pm
9:00am - 7:00pm
9:00am - 7:00pm
7:30am -   4:30pm
Call for availability

909-825-3000

We are implant and sedation specialists

SpringHillsDentistry.com
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Petition to:

Community Opposed to Using This Old 
Burnt out Building for a Cannabis Store

On March 31, 2021, new owners of the burnt out building 
at Center St. and Transit Ave. came to the Highgrove MAC 
meeting with their plans to make a retail cannabis store 
at this location and MAC members were opposed to this 
change. You are encouraged to sign the petition opposing 
the cannabis store by going to: change.org/SaveHighgrove
                                                                             Cont. on P. 9

Please shop at the businesses
that support your newspaper
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Contruction of Spring Mountain Ranch Headed for the Hills

As the grading begins for 600 new homes in the Springbrook 
Estates project, the Construction of 1,409 new homes in the 
Spring Mountain Ranch project continues to march eastward 
toward the foothills. There is still a lot of construction going 

on at the east end of Spring Mountain Ranch. 
You can see the old Pigeon Pass Road above the construction 
and the empty space between Pigeon Pass Road and the 
construction is where 138 more homes are planned.
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Eyesore Since   Oct. 29, 2019

22400 Barton Rd. Ste 8
Grand Terrace, CA 92313

Citrus Pest Control
Washburn & Sons

(951) 683 2392
Fax (951) 683 8424

“Own the Suck” ~ Tammy 
Duckworth, US Senator, 
Illinois
Very recently I read the 
book  Every Day is a Gift: 
A Memoir, published March 
of this year.  Written by 
Senator Tammy Duckworth, 
we are allowed to share her 
childhood, pains, struggles, 
and triumphs as she 
survived and thrived after 
her war experience as an 
Army officer, Black Hawk 
helicopter pilot, and then 
recovery from a horrific 
injury in Iraq.
A child of an American Air 
Force member and a Thai-
Chinese mother, she was 
born in Thailand in 1968.  
Her father was considered 
an exception in that at the 
end of the Vietnam war, 
he didn’t abandon his 
family there and return to 
the US.  He preferred his 
life there and stayed and 
worked in various industries (Cont. on P. 10)

On March 3, 2021 I went to Riverside County and talked 
to Bob Magee, Director of Code Enforcement, about this 
unsightly building that burned down over a year and a half 
ago. The next day I received a letter from Jim Palmer, Senior 
Code Enforcement Officer who stated “I am working on the 
demolition of the burned structure on Center Street.” 
Since then, code enforcement states they have to notify the new 
owners about the difference in plans between what the new 
owner wants and what the community wants. 

while she was growing 
up.  Tammy knew she was 
an American, due to her 
father’s citizenship, but she 
had very little knowledge of 
the States or when it meant 
to be a real American.   She 
came to crave information 
and experience from that 
side of her life.
but she had very little 
knowledge of the States 
or when it meant to be a 
real American.   She came 
to crave information and 
experience from that side of 
her life.

The family made the move 
to Hawaii when she was a 
teenager and she started to 
enjoy and appreciate her sta-
tus as an American citizen.  
In her heart she became a 
true patriot.  Highly ambitious 
and driven, during college 
she was drawn to the Army 
National Guard where she 
set her sights on becoming 
a helicopter pilot. 
Few women were trained 
and of course, they were not 

You Can Quote Me
Cynthia Williams, DC

Community signs from our past

Results of Highgrove Survey
100% said they receive community information from the
Highgrove Happenings.
67% have visited the Highgrove Happenings web site.
33% said they have not.
67% want application forms for the Highgrove MAC printed 
in the Highgrove paper.
33% want MAC application forms in both the Highgrove 
Happenings paper and Supervisor Spiegel’s web site.
100% want the Highgrove paper to stay online and in print.
The survey was hand delivered to every home in Highgrove!

Missing Dog Was Not Really Missing!
Recently I was working outside and I was going in and out of 
the gate to the back of our property. Our dog “Buddy” is really 
good about staying in our yard even when the gate is open and 
as long as he can see me, he usually remains in the yard.
But as I went out the gate I saw him outside in the alley behind 
our house about 20 feet from the gate. When I picked him up I 
noticed his collar was missing so I took him inside and asked 
Ardie to keep him inside while I was working outside.
Then, when I gave  “Buddy” to Ardie so I could go back 
outside again, things changed dramatically! 
Please turn to page 10 to see what happened next................
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 You Can Quote Me
Cynthia Williams, DC

allowed on combat missions.  
She excelled in flight school 
and passed as a top student 
to become a Black Hawk 
helicopter pilot.  She loved 
the job and her service in the 
National Guard.  She was 
a respected leader of her 
troops and the military was 
an excellent fit for her.

Like the rest of the world, 
9-11 changed everything for 
her.  Her guard unit was acti-
vated and sent to Iraq.  She 
and her crew didn’t fly combat 
missions but were armed for 
ground support.  On a flight in 
2004, her helicopter was fired 
on by Iraqi insurgents and hit 
by an RPG (rocket-propelled 
grenade).  It came up through 
the bubble at her feet and 
exited over her head in the 
cockpit.  The path of the RPG 
was devastating to her body.  
Her right leg was “vaporized” 
to the hip, the left leg lost just 
below the knee, and her right 
arm severely damaged.  As 
her helicopter is going down 
she was desperately trying 
to control it to find a clear 
landing site.  Due to the mas-
sive shock she was in she 
didn’t realize at the time that 
her legs were gone so she 

couldn’t control the foot ped-
als and that her copilot had 
the controls.  The recounting 
of the “shoot-down” (NEVER 
a “crash”) is breathtaking to 
read.  Her crew thought she 
had to be dead and they drug 
her body across the dirt to 
another helicopter, the “never 
leave a man behind” philoso-
phy driving them.  Several 
other members of the crew 
that day suffered injuries from 
the RPG but none as severe 
as hers.
She was in Walter Reed 
Army Hospital within hours 
of her injury.  The care there 
absolutely saved her life and 
gave her hope for recovery.  
She fought hard, suffering 
through daily agonizing 
debridement surgeries for 
her wounds, skin grafts, 
surgeries to her arm to put 
in many plates, screws, 
and bolts to try to save it.  
At one point her arm was 
surgically attached to her 
abdomen to get new tissue 
and muscle for rebuilding 
her arm.  The care there was 
truly groundbreaking and 
remarkable. Tammy knew 
she couldn’t overcome the 
total devastation to her body 
unless she acknowledged 
the loss and injuries head 
on.  “OWN THE SUCK” 

became the motto she lived 
by while she was recovering. 
She shared that philosophy 
with her troops.
A Major at the time, she 
became the highest ranking 
officer in the rehabilitation 
unit and a leader among the 
other recovering soldiers.  
She was a strong, vocal 
advocate for injured warriors 
and their families.  This was 
the start of the focus of her life 
of advocacy and assistance 
to all military members 
and their families.  Despite 
her grievous injuries, she 
obtained a medical waiver 
so she could continue to 
serve in the Illinois Army 
National Guard, retiring in 
2014 as a Lt. Colonel.  She 
is tremendously proud of her 
military service to the United 
States.
In 2012 she was elected 
to the US House of 
Representatives for Illinois.  
Her continued goal of 
serving and advocating for 
military members lead her to 
run for US Senate in 2016.  

Her election to Congress 
gave her a list of “firsts”:  first 
Thai American woman, first 
person born in Thailand, first 
woman with a disability, the 
first female double amputee, 
and the first senator to give 
birth while in office.  She 
acknowledges these “firsts” 
but she doesn’t allow them 
to define her or her work.  
She continues to tirelessly 
serve and advocate for the 
military.
Her husband, Bryan 
Bowlsbey, whom she 
married in 1993, was her 
strongest advocate during 
her recovery, during her 
campaigns and now during 
her service to Congress. 
With their two little daughters, 
they are a formatable team in 
Washington, DC. Her book 
is a facinating look into what 
drove this woman  to recover 
from her service  related 
injuries.and to continue to 
serve her country.

570 E. La Cadena Dr. Suite 1-G  Riverside, CA. 92507

There were two dogs: It wasn’t “Buddy” I was 
holding, it was “Abby” the neighbor’s dog!

Cont. from P. 9

As I was handing “Buddy” to Ardie I was really surprised to 
see another dog just like ours. The dog I was holding was not 
“Buddy“ it was “Abby” our neighbor’s dog that lives two houses 
away. “Buddy” had been in the house with Ardie.
Bob and Vicky were very glad to get their dog back and we all 
sat on the front porch and laughed about this doggie mix up.
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HIGHGROVE
CHURCHES

            Zion Assembly Church of God
                    Sundays 11:00 am
       Norton Younglove Community Center
        459 Center St. Highgrove, Ca. 92507

 Join us in learning the word of  
God from the scriptures of the Holy Bible. All are welcome!

                                   www.zacoghighgroveca.org     (Se Habla Español)
For more information please call Pastor Pete Sarry at (951) 237 2337

“This church has been serving the 
Highgrove community since 1890” 

HIGHGROVE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Dr. Martin Niponi Finau

Sunday Worship 
Starts @ 9:30am

Open DoorsOpen minds

Open hearts

Highgrove’s oldest Church!
Since 1890

938 Center St.
Highgrove

Immanuel Baptist Temple
45 Michigan Ave., Highgrove    

951-784-1100
Pastor John Pettit

Sunday School     10:00 AM

Church Service     11:00 AM and 6:00 PM

Bible Study             7:00 PM Wednesdays

• ACURA
• HONDA
• LEXUS
• NISSAN
• INFINITY Specializing In Toyota

Auto Repair

983 Center St.
Highgrove, CA 
92507

951-781-7633
JAMES JAURIGUE

Certified Master Technician

The Last Packing House in Highgrove is Still Working!
These pictures were taken on April 23, 2021 at the last packing 
house in Highgrove. Highgrove used to have several packing 
houses but the one on Center St. was formerly called the 
Brown Estate Packing house. The Brown Estate family owned 
many acres of orange groves and grapefruit groves that  is now 
covered with new homes in Spring Mountain Ranch.  
Today the packing is done by machines but the Highgrove 
Video/Song shows a black and white photo of workers 
planting the orange groves back in 1887 and another black and 
white photo of workers sitting at a table during their break and  
Center St. when it was just dirt. 
There is also a colored video of some of the last workers who 
were grading the oranges by hand. There are two Highgrove 
videos. the Original Highgrove Song and the Highgrove 
Revitalization Team video made by the Riverside County 
Economic Development Agency.
To view these videos about Highgrove’s important past go to: 
www.highgrovehappenings.net.



HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS

Page May 202112

We will be back on the saddle 
again when this pandimic is over!

A  BIG  THANK  YOU  TO  ALL  OUR  ADVERTISERS   
Please  Patronize Them: Without Their Support We Could Not  Bring You The Local News

“Dedicated to the improvement of our community 
through awareness and involvement in local issues”

Call:   (951) 683-4994
Cell: (951) 255-6645, (951) 255-6648 or 
E-mail: highgrovenews@roadrunner.com

HIGHGROVE HAPPENINGS
NEWSPAPER

Publishers & Co-Editors
Ardie Barnett

R.A. “Barney” Barnett
Technical Support

Adrien Reyes
Mark Mc Connell
Barney” Barnett

Web site: http://www.highgrovehappenings.net                                

Writers

R.A.“Barney” Barnett
Dr. Cynthia Williams

HOT LINE
For Articles 

or Advertising

(951) 683-4994

YOUR FEEDBACK AND ARTICLES WANTED

We’re More Than 
Just Auto Parts

Carquest Auto Parts
795 Columbia, Ave.

Enter off Northgate St.

Riverside, CA 92507
9 5 1 - 6 8 4 - 0 2 4 2

Doug Inaba Manager

• Air, Fuel, Emission & Exhaust
• Accessories
• Body & Wipers
• Batteries
• Electrical and Wiring
• Brakes
• Steering & Suspension

• Cooling & Heating
• Electronics
• Engines & Ignition
• Tools, Fluids & Garage
• Transmissions & Drivetrain
• Top Replacement Parts

In-Store Services

N
O

R
TH

G
ATE

PALMYRITA  AVE.

COLUMBIA AVE

PART STORE
ENTERANCE

180,000 Sq. ft parts 
warehouse

*Store services subject to change.
Contact us to confirm service availability.

•  Battery Recycling
•  Battery Installation
•  Battery Bench Testing

•  Loaner Tools
•  Wiper Blade Installation
•  Charging System Testing

N

We accept Checks

Big or Small we Smog ‘em All!

Initial Smog Test
* Must present coupon
before test for discount
*Valid w/coupon only

*Not valid with any other offers

12210 Michigan St. 
Grand Terrace

*Mon-Fri: 8:30am-5:00pm
*Sat: 8:30 am - 1pm

909
824-7664

FAST FRIENDLY SER-
VICE

NO HIDDEN FEES
OVER 20 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS

Appointments &
Walk-Ins 
Welcome

951-682-9000

Open 24 hours

ATM
 Lotto

1340 Center St, Highgrove, CA 92507

Grand Terrace Smog

8:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
Tuesday - Saturday 

1070 Center Street Riverside, CA

Selling Flooring
Since 1957

(951) 684-8578

20%
OFF


